Inclusive Field Safety: Developing Field Safety Standards and Guidelines for Diverse
Researchers

- Interactive Session Report -

Session Organizers: Kendall Calhoun, Ezra Kottler, Michelle Early Capistran, Ann Marie
Gawel

The session order was as follows:

e Participants enter and fill out sign-in sheet

e Introduction of session organizers and participants of the interactive session

e Session organizers give a brief 10-minute summary of the recurring themes from
the paired “Narratives from the Field: Inclusivity in Field Ecology” symposium
given the day before

e Session organizers lead sticky note activity where participants list the features
most important to them for successful, safe field work

e The larger group works together to cluster notes into broader categories

e Breakout into smaller groups of 4-5 people each and discuss best practices and
guidelines for facilitating safe field practices under each broad category

e Larger group share back of each smaller group’s discussion

e Brief discussion of Next Steps

Among participants we had mostly representation from academic fields. The session
attracted a demographically diverse set of participants from the conference. Feedback
from participants following the event was positive. Many felt that the session provided
structure to discuss nuances of various components of field work. The goal established
in the “Next Steps” section of the session was to collect the various recommendations
from each group, reorganize them into a set list of recommendations and have all
participants provide feedback on that list. Ultimately, we plan to provide this list to SCB
to be advertised on their website as well as circulated on potential listservs. This list
could serve as the beginning of a living document to provide Field Safety Essentials that
labs and departments can use to begin the conversation of creating a Field Safety Plan.
Since the session, the organizers have been able to meet once to organize logistics as
a first step in creating this advertised list. A challenge the organizers now face is finding
time to finalize said list and receive feedback from session participants. Developing a
strategy for receiving feedback from session participants and integrating that into a new
list of Field Safety Recommendations will be an important next step in accomplishing
the final goal of this interactive session.



