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Fundraising Myths
● Overhead is bad

● Donors just know we’re grateful

● All donors give for altruistic reasons

● You can never fire a donor (or volunteer)

● Board members are terrible fundraisers



What Makes a Successful Fundraising 
Professional?

● There is no silver bullet

● Relationships are key

● Educate and inspire before making the ask

● Balance Urgency and Hope

● Direct mail is still alive and well –find the balance with digital solicitation

● Be creative & have fun



Connecting People to Mission
● Be story teller

● Statistics are OK – if they tell a story

● Learn how to humble brag

● Missionize everything

● Know your audience

● Use a CRM 



Let’s Talk Events
● “First, Kill All the Galas” article in The Chronicle of Philanthropy, 2016

● Relationships are key

● Educate and inspire before making the ask

● Did I mention relationships?

● Watch the ROI



What if Pizza Shops Were Funded Like Nonprofits?
Let’s talk Grants

● Multi-year general operating grants are gold

○ Good luck!

● It takes as much time and energy to write a $5,000 grant as a $50,000

● Have a strong case statement

● It’s mostly about relationships



Sustainable & Resilient Funding

● Did I mention 
relationships?

● Three legged stool

● Recurring giving

● Unrestricted Gifts

● Planned Gifts

● Endowment



Sustainable & Resilient YOU

● Fundraising is a 
marathon not a sprint

● Create an organization 
with a Culture of 
Philanthropy

○ ED & Board Chair have 
to help!

● Attitude of Gratitude
● Attitude of Abundance
● Value your donors and 

volunteer (and show 
them!)

● Value yourself!

● Make the Ask
● Think BIG
● Be nimble
● Be genuine



Nonprofit and Fundraising Resources

● Association of 
Fundraising 
Professionals

● Bloomerang
● Blue Avocado
● Charity How To
● Compass Point
● FreeWill

● Nonprofit Pro
● Society of Nonprofits
● TREC
● The Chronicle of 

Philanthropy 
● The Sustainability 

Mindset

Funder Research
● Charity Navigator
● Guide Star
● Wise Giving Alliance 

(BBB)



Thank you! 


