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Intentions and Agenda

* Encourage more people to share their awesome
work at NACCR 2026!

* Provide an overview of what makes a strong
abstract, and how they will be reviewed

* Explore examples of abstracts, and how they can
be made stronger

* Work in small groups to develop & improve your
abstract

e Leave more confident and excited!



Options for presentations

o Speed talks
o 5 minutes/talk
o Focuses on Essentials; More Effective for Broader Outreach
o 15 minutes Q&A for presenter group

o Posters
o Dedicated session for Q&A at your poster
o Allows in depth discussion

e 15 minute Oral Presentation

o 12 minute talk + 3 min Q&A
o Allows longer exposition of complex or detailed methodologies or results

TIP: Provide Contact Info & QR code to PDF of Slides or Poster



Two Common Questions:




Specific Requirements for NACCR 2026 Abstracts

Abstract title: Do not use all uppercase letters. Titles should be written
using sentence case (only the first word of a sentence and proper nouns are
capitalized). Titles are limited to 150 characters.

Abstract: Abstracts may not exceed 250 words. Begin with a clear
statement of the topic or objectives, give brief methods and major results,
and end with a substantive conclusion.

Do not use vague statements such as “results will be discussed.” It is the
responsibility of the author to verify the information submitted and to correct
any errors or omissions before the submission deadline.



Creating a Strong Abstract (250 words):

**All Elements of Abstract are important**

e Use a short informative title
o Should convey core focus/implications, with minimal jargon

o Many people will select talks to attend based on the title!

® Begin with single sentence to convey importance of topic
o Sets conservation context for your work
o Shows presentation will be a valuable contribution
o TIP: Avoid statements that an area is neglected — instead, focus on why important

e Specific additional context & your aims

O Location of study, ecological and/or cultural context
O  Focus & purpose of your work. As applicable, importance of approach you used



Creating a Strong Abstract (250 words):

**All Elements of Abstract are important**

e Explain your methods and major results in a few sentences

o Methods should be very brief, unless the methods are your focus
o  Only highlight most important results

® Concluding sentences show how this work supports conservation
O Summarize implications of your work
o Connect to context, clarifying what your work may offer to move forward

e \Write clearly and strategically

o Use active voice & mostly short sentences; simplify for clarity throughout
o Be selective in what convey - every word counts! Avoid fillers & jargon.



Writing an Extended Abstract
for consideration for Student Award

® Involves a second abstract submission to supplement the primary one
e Additional length and detail (500-800 words)

® Exactly 1 key figure or table
o Present the most important results or the conceptual framework
o An opportunity to create a compelling graphic
o Include effective 50 word caption

® Provide more detail on:
o Specific context of your work
o Methods & especially Results
o Interpretation, implications and why it matters!



Examples: Titles & Opening Sentences

Vertebrates in trade pose high invasion risk to the United States

Preventing invasions is the most effective means to limit the ecological, economic,
and health impacts of invasive species.

Perverse conservation outcomes of rewards-based interventions

Rewards-based approaches to conservation and environmental sustainability have
gained ground over the past two decades.

Alternative: Rewards-based approaches to conservation are used to incentivize
pro-environmental actions. However, ...



Comparing alternative titles (From oryx. writing for Conservation)

The conservation status of the elephant bird on Madagascar4

Is the elephant bird extant on Madagascar?5

The elephant bird is extant on Madagascar6

Conservation on islands: is the elephant bird Aepyornis maximus extant?’

On balance, the last title fulfills our requirements most completely. As well as
appealing to the broad readership with an interest in conservation on islands, it
also includes keywords for the study, thus maximizing discoverability.

4 Uninformative

SThe research question

6The research conclusion

7 An appeal to the interests of a general
audience, combined with the research
question


https://www.oryxthejournal.org/writing-for-conservation-guide/structure-your-writing.html

Opening Sentences:
The “And, But, Therefore” Structure

Sharks live in tropical waters, AND they
are crucial to these marine ecosystems.

BUT tropical oceans are getting warmer
due to climate change.

THEREFORE we are developing a tool to
predict future shark habitats under
climate change.




Genetic evidence from contemporary forest-dwelling species in central
Africa suggests that historical forest fragmentation had an important
role in the evolution of the region’s modern fauna. Past researchers
have speculated that the divergence of the mandrill population into

northern and southern groups may have been due to ancient forest

contraction.|However, the effects of the region’s changing climate on

mandrill effective population size have thus far been unknown.|We used

microsatellite data to explore the demographic history of this species as
it correlates with past environmental changes. We found [...]

Edited from Weber et al. (2020), SICB
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Example: A strong abstract [Easter 2022; 245 words]

Globally, turtles are considered one of the most threatened groups of vertebrates, partially due
to overexploitation for legal and illegal trade. In the United States, scientists and managers are
increasingly mobilizing to address the growing illegal trade in turtles, but how this emergent
issue is framed in news media can influence public perceptions and support for different
management actions. This study synthesizes information from 54 cases of illegal turtle trade in
the US and examines how these cases are framed in news media. We performed an inductive,
thematic analysis of 215 news articles that covered these cases and qualitatively compared
how each case was portrayed, what information was included, what solutions were offered,
and how turtle trade was framed, generally. The number of articles per case did not increase
over time or with the severity of the case. Rather, cases considered the most unusual received
the most attention. Animal welfare was of near equal concern as the threat to wild populations
that illicit trade poses. Following global trends in wildlife crime responses, articles most often
pointed to an increase in law enforcement and harsher prosecutions as solutions. Tighter
wildlife trade regulations were also proposed to close loopholes in some states. At the same
time, articles often neutralized these crimes by negating their severity in various ways. Because
the efficacy of enforcement and regulations depends on perceived necessity and legitimacy,
the framing of wildlife crimes in news media can provide important insights for addressing
wildlife trade.

Active
Voice

Now published: Easter et al. 2023. https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.10448


https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.10448

How to strengthen further - Edit down, add detail

Globally, turtles are eensidered-one of the most threatened groups of vertebrates, partially due
to overexploitation for legal and illegal trade. In the United States, scientists and managers are
rereasirghy mobilizing to address the growing illegal trade in turtles, but how this emergent
issue is framed in news media can influence public perceptions and support for different
management actions. Fhisstaei-Synthesizing information from 54 cases of illegal turtle trade
in the US, we examined how these cases are framed in news media. We performed an
inductive, thematic analysis of 215 news articles that covered these cases and qualitatively
compared how each case was portrayed, what information was included, what solutions were

offered, and how turtle trade was framed, generally. Fhe-rumbereofarticlespercase-didrot
inerease-ever-tirme-er-with-the-severity-of the-case—Rather-cases—eonsidered the most unusual

cases received the most attention. Animal welfare was of near equal concern as the threat to wild
populations that illicit trade poses. Following global trends in wildlife crime responses, articles
most often pointed to an increase in law enforcement and harsher prosecutions as solutions.
Tighter wildlife trade regulations were ailse proposed to close loopholes in some states. Atthe
sarre-time Yet, articles often neutralized these crimes by negating their severity in various
ways. Because the efficacy of enforcement and regulations depends on perceived necessity
and legitimacy, the framing of wildlife crimes in news media can provide important insights for

reducing wildlife trade. [217 words] ~ Use additional space to provide more detail of how this supports
management actions



Criteria for selection

To increase the probability that your abstract will be accepted,
please consider the following criteria carefully:

=
—

wnN =

Scientific merit

Application to conservation science and practice
Clarity of presentation (e.g. abstract begins with a clear
statement of an issue and ends with a substantive
conclusion)

Relevance to conference theme (broad or specific are
equally acceptable)

Conservation and Restoration
for People and Nature




2026 July 12-16
Milwaukee, WI, USA

Conservation and Restoration

for People and Nature

Additional e SCB advice for conference abstracts (adapted by Malcolm Hunter):
resources https://conbio.org/professional-development/advice-for-students/advice-for-abstracts

Advice from publishers that also applies to conferences:
e How to write an Abstract - SpringerNature - Julie Eckoff

https://communities.springernature.com/posts/how-to-write-an-abstract

e Writing for Conservation - Oryx

https://www.oryxthejournal.org/writing-for-conservation-quide/structure-your-writing.html


https://conbio.org/professional-development/advice-for-students/advice-for-abstracts
https://communities.springernature.com/posts/how-to-write-an-abstract
https://www.oryxthejournal.org/writing-for-conservation-guide/structure-your-writing.html

