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The session was designed to orient attendees to the 2027 World Parks and Protected
Areas Congress, its evolving structure and function and seek input on what topics might
be considered. Both restoration and conservation topics are critical parts of the evolving
agenda to be discussed at the World Parks Congress in September 2027. A short
introduction laying out the structures and functions of IUCN, WCPA and the Parks
Congress was followed by an open discussion amongst the 20 or so participants.

As follow-up I wrote a brief report to the Chair and Deputy Chair of the World
Commission on Protected Areas. One of my recommendations was to seek input from
the SER and follow-up is in the hands of the WCPA lead on restoration. Otherwise the
follow up is the planning and execution of the decadal Congress to be held in Panama
next year.



