| began with an introduction to my film, Gardening for the Planet, suggesting that
viewing and discussing this film will empower viewers to understand, take action, and
combat the challenges posed by climate change. When you merely read about
environmental science and climate change, they can seem far away or not real. But
documentary films can help fill that gap by giving viewers a visual context in which to
situate the information. | explained that the central theme of Gardening For the Planet
revolves around encouraging landscaping with native plants that have evolved in a
specific region over thousands of years and are adapted to local conditions, making
them hardy and resilient. In the documentary, experts and enthusiasts share their
insights on how landscaping with native plants can transform ordinary gardens into
thriving ecosystems. Gardening For the Planetis a tool that scientists, teachers, and
neighborhood gardeners can use to engage gardeners and students in discussions
about the use of native plants in combatting climate change. | suggested that
documentary films can inspire action by showing us how to channel anger into action,
explore the variety of ways we can make change, and prove that we can also work to try
to make a difference.

We viewed a series of clips from the film and session viewers responded with
suggestions as to how Gardening For The Planet could be used as a tool to engage
diverse communities about the importance of gardening with native plants as a way of
combatting the effects of climate change. | pointed out, for example, that many urban
residents don’t have a back yard that they can develop as a home garden and one of
the participants suggested that people may have access to a neighborhood plot that
could be developed into a community garden that brings neighbors together to share
ideas, knowledge, and resources.

| plan on reaching out to members of NACCR about using Gardening for the
Planet as a tool to engage different audiences in discussions about the use of native

plants in their own gardens, in community gardens, and other public gardening projects.



